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T h e  s i d e  g l a s s  s l i d e s  a n d  t l - r e r e  i s
a  w a t e r t i g h t  f o r w a r d  d o o r .  W i t h  a l l
d o o r s  a n d  w i n d o w s  o p e n ,  t h e  n o n
air-condit ioned PV9 should cope with the
Broome cl imate.'I'he wheelhouse contains a pair of KAB
suspension seats, an [,ngel .1.5 l i tre fr idge,
safetlz gear and store lockers. On the dash
ahead of the coxswain is a Furuno black
box with 1S-inch monitor, pror. iding radar,
DGPS and sounder information. As n' i th al1
government boats, the radio and associated
aer ia l  complement  i s  impress ive :  secure
band and normal VHI-, UHF and 27mHz.

The hardtop has a neat housing for the
l i fe buoy beneath the aerial gantr,v, and
hand rai ls either side offering an alternate
route to the forward cockpit. Also up top is
a Code 3 l ight bar, using LL,Ds l ike al l  the
other lights on board.

[ ) r o p u l s i o n  i s  b y  a  p a i r  o f  1 3 O k W
Y a m a h a  f o u r - s t r o k e  o u l h o a r d s  g i v i n g  a
potential cruising speed of up to 30 knots.
Fue l  capac i tv  i s  .320 l i t res ,  and w i th  fu l l
tanks  and a l l  equ ip rnent  on  board  gross
trai l ing weight has been helcl to 3.3 tonnes.

A Kirby feature is the port side folding
ladder. At sea arnidships is clearlv a safer
p o s i t i o n  t h r n  a d j r c e n i  t n  t h e  p r o p e l l e r i ,
a l t h o u g h  s t a r b o a r d  -  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e
coxswain might seem thc more logical
s ide .  The reason K i rb \ r  op ted  fo r  por t  i s
relatecl to trai l ing: at the sibe of the ioad, a
s ta rboard  ladder  wou ld  make dangerous
access to the boat.

That is typical of the detai led thought
tha t  has  gone in to  a l l  K i rbv  Na iads ,  and
complernents a superb standard of f inlsh.

For further information contact:
Kirbl '  Marinc, Western Austral ia.
PH: (0[J) 94102270, FX: (0f3) 94102280,
Email : i n f o(g'ki rb,vmarine. com
Web: www.kirbvmarine.com
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Naiad pa t ro l  R iB

2 C U S  L

Fremant le ,
Western  Aus t ra i ia

Depar tment  fo r  P  ann ing
and Infrastructure, WA

Naiad Des ign

Maxsurf

K i rby  Mar ine ,  WA

A l u m i n i u m

7.3  met res

2 .7  met res

0 .45  met res

2 .1  tonnes

2 x 1 30kW Yamaha outboard

Seastar  Hydrau l i c

45 knots

28 knots

150 naut ica l  m i les

Fu runo

F u r u n o

C M E

Plas t imo

In terna t iona l  Pa in ts

Beta  Mar ine

Tay lo r  Mar ine

300 l i t res
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Type of vessel:

I n suruey to:

Home port:

Owner:

D€s ign€r :

CAD software:

Bu i lder :

Construction material:

Length  overa l l :

Beam:

Draught :

D isp lacement :

Eng ines :

Steer ing :

Max imum speed:

Cru is ing  speed:

Range:

Radar ;

Depth  sounder :

Rad io :

Compasses :

Paints/coatings:

Windows:

Safety equipment:

Fuel capacity:

Date of delivery:
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DPI, WA's state marine authority, saw
their next boat as a duplicate of the 8.5
metre Naiad RIB that Kirby Marine had
a l r e a d y  b u i l t  f o r  F i s h e r i e s  W A ,  b u t
unfortunately it was too heavy.

They needed a boat towable by the likes
of a Land Cruiser, which meant an al l-up
r,r'eight under 3.5 tonnes. So thev asked for
as near a dupl icate as possible within the
cr i t i ca l  we igh t .  Th is  evo lved in to  a  7 .3
metre Naiad, PV9.

The resr.r l t ,  however, is an aesthetic as
we l l  as  func t iona l  success .  The enc losed
driving position, not common on RIBs, r,l'as
the choice of people whose workpiace it is
going to be and who spend long working
days on board. Most of those days are on
the Sr,r 'an River and i ts estuary, checking
that the waters are safely and fair lv shared
out b-v the large numbers of leisure boaters.

For part of the vear, though, PV9 wil l
spend time between Broome and Fremantle
check ing  the  pos i t ions  o f  moor ings ,  the
c o n d i t i o n s  o f  m a r i n e  l e a s e s  a n d  o t h e r
routine work.

Her alurninium hull features a steep 23-
desree deadr ise  and a  bo t tom wi th  two
sma1l steps. Nlost of Kirby's Naiads nor'r .
i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  l a t t e r ,  r e d u c i n g  p o w e r
consumDt ion  f rom the  mid- twent ies  o f
knots and upwards. 

' l 'he 
500mm inf latable

col lar features mult i-compartments and a
hea'u'vweight abrasion strip.

Overal l  bearn is 2.7 metres and internaL
1.58 metres, giving useful working space
fore and aft of the wheelhouse. Althoush
t l r e  u h e e l h o u 5 e  a p p e a r s  l r r g e ,  a n d  i n s i d e
f e e l s  l a r g e ,  i t s  l e n g t h  i s  n o t  g r e a t .  T h e
j n t e r n a l  r  o l t r  m e  g e t s  a  h u g e  p e r c e n t a g e
boost from the forward raked windscreen,
g iv ing  more  a i r  vo lume fo r  hab i tab i l i t y .
T h e  f o r w a r d  r a k e  a l s o  h a s  a  b e n e f i t  i n
rcduced heat gain from suniight.
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