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The adoption of RIBs, specifically Naiad
RIBs,  by  government  depar tments  in
Western Australia continues.

T h e  f ) e n a r t m c n t  o I  E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d
Conservation (DEC), long wedded to plate
a l u m i n i u m  m o n o h u l l s ,  h a s  b o u g h t  l t s
f i r s t  R I B  p a t r o l  b o a t ,  a  N a i a d  5 . 8  f r o m
Kirbv N{arine.

It  uses the same hul l  and manv of the
concepts as the patrol boat alreadir built for
t h e  R o t t n e s t  I s l a n d  A u t h o r i t y ,  I n d e e d ,
i t  r ' v a s  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h
t h e  v e s s e l  t h a t  h a d  m u c h  t o  d o  w i t h
D E C ' s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  m o v e  a w a y  f r o m
conventional monohulls.

The two prime movers in choosing a RIB
were  c rew comfor t  -  a lwa.vs  an  issue in
small  craft operating on the ocean - and
the ease of closing with other r.essels and
boarding them without damage to either
vessel. A related advantage was having a
vessel small  enough for easy trai l ing and
Iaunching off beaches, and vet st i l i  able to
cope with poor ocean condit ions. The 5.8
Naiad's ocean credentials were establ ished
b v  t h e  D e n m a r k  V o l u n t e e r  S e a  R e s c u e
Group's use of one in the Southern Ocean.

DEC intends trai l ing the Naiad for tasks
r n y r , r h e r e  \ ^ i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  p a l r o l l i n g
marine national parks and heritage areas,
and island national parks, and taking part
in n'hale research. This adds r-rp to a large
a n d  w e l l - s p r e a d  a r e a ,  w i t h  t h e  e x p o s e d
waters of Shark Bay and Dirk Hartog Island
prominent in i t .

Kirby principal, Rob Kirbi', describes the
' 5 . f 3 ' a s  " a  c o m p l e x  l i t t l e  b o a t " ,  b e i n g
virtual ly a one-off with capabil i ty bui l t- ln
fo r  a  range o f  tasks .  The layout  i s  wa lk -
through, al lowing boarding operations to
take place off the bow, steps being provided
t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s .  T h e  p a i r  o f  c o n s o l e s  i s
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linked by a door and sl ide-in windscreen
segment, which is neatlv stowed on the aft
soft-top brace when not in use.

The consoles provide space for roomv
lockers, the l id of the port sub locker l i f t ing
to provide the navigator r,r..ith a table. The
por t  s ide  a lso  houses  the  rad io  su i te ,  the
coxswain 's  conso le  car ry ing  the  Navman
GPS-souncler and the tr lple digital displavs
for the Yamaha outboards.

Protection is provided b.v- a soti top that
extends to the rear of the after cockpit,  and
clear inf i l l  screens. Seats are bolsters for a
semi-standing posit ion without the motor
cycle-type knee grips. The bolsters'  support
s t ruc tu res  pror . ide  more  Iocker  space,  a
commoditr. '  frequentlv in short supply in
RIBs. More space is in transom lockers.

For  the  benef i t  o f  anvone s tand ing  or
mov ing  be tn 'een pos i t ions ,  the  who le  o f
the  se l f -d ra in ing  deck  is  sheathed w i th  a
shock  absorb ing  membrane.  Th is  has  an
ef fec t  ou t  o f  p ropor t ion  to  i t s  th ickness ,
and is used bv Kirbl '  Naiads becar.rse of the
builder's bel ief that the boats can tolerate
f a r  m o r e  p u n i s h m e n t  t h a n  t h e  h u m a n
bod l ' can .

T l ie  hu l l  i s  K i rbv ' ' s  usua l  hea l ' , v -du t ,v
cons t rL lc t ion  a lumin ium,  exceed ing  USL
r e q u i r e m e n t s  b v  a  s o l i c l  m a r g i n  a n d
r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  b u i l d e r ' s  p r a c t i c e  o f
complving with codes but designing for the
task. The hul l  is foam-fi l led, removing the
requirement to carrv a l i fe raft ,  and uses the
highest specification foarn: SOL.AS-approved
Microlen. The inf latable col lar is 500mm in
d i a m e t e r  $  i t h  r n u l t l  c o m p a r t m e n t s ,
reinforced donn the sides to cope with the
abrasion of boarding operations.

F o r  c a s u a l  t o w a g e  o f  l e i s u r e  b o a t s ,  a
frequent task for small  got 'ernment craft,  a
to\,\' post is provided aft. A rack belotv the
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f lap-down rear lounge takes the tow rope.
T h e  t \ 4 . i n  Y a m a h a  f o u r - s t r o k e , l 5 k W
outboards are mounted within a protective
frame to suit  stern-on approaches.

Par t i cu la r ly  fo r  d iv ing  opera t ions ,  bu t
also for boarding nhen on the trai ler, Kirbv
h r i  p r o v i t i e d  a  i i d e  l a d d e r  t h a l  r t o w r
a l o n g s i d e  t h e  T a r g a  f r a m e ,  L . v e n  w i t l - t
e r r g i n e s  \ t o p p e L l ,  t h e  l e e J i n g  o f  p e r r o n a l
sa fe tv  i s  in f in i te ly  enhanced by  d is tance
from the propellers. The ladder is mounted
to port to also give safety when boarding at
the side of a road.

An except iona l l v  capab le  boat  fo r  i t s
size, and f inished to vacht standards.

For further information contact:
Kirbv Marine Fabrication, Western Australia.
PH:  (08)  94102270,  FX:  (08)  91102280,
Email  :  off ice@rkirbvmarine.com,
Web : wrr,'vr,. kirbvmarine. com
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Type o f  vesse l :  R IB pa t ro l  boat

In  survey  to :  DPI  WA,  USt  20

Home por t :  F remant le

Bu i lder :  K i rby  Mar ine ,
Western  Aus t ra l ia

Owner :  Western  Aus t ra l ian
Depar tment  o f  Env i ronment
and Conserya t ion

Length  overa l l :  5 .8  met res

Beam:  2 .45  met res

Hul l  cons t ruc t ion  mater ia l :  A lumrn um

Main  eng ines :  2  x  45kW Yamaha
4,s t roke  ou tboards

CPS-sounder :  Navman 8084

Rad ios :  VHF 27 mHz

Fue l  capac i ty :  300 l i t res
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